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THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGE. 


The natural scenery of Scotland is celebrated, wherever the name 
of that beautiful country is known. But afier making proper allow- 
ances for early prejudices, I believe there are many parts of our 
country, whose scenery is inferior to none in the world. He who 
has stood on the heights of the. Catskill—or admired the shores of 
our northern Lakes—or wandered over the often abrupt and broken 
mountains which extend from Canada to Connecticut—or trod the 
sublime scenes which stretch along the Great Valley of Virginia, 
needs not to be informed how many and diversified are the natural 
beauties of our native land. . Many of these scenes are at a great 
distance from each other ; they have never been celebrated in story 
or song ; they stand wild in their native dress, and teo little known 
to be admired. I confess myself an admirer of the sublime and beauti- 
ful works wrought by the fingers of Deity, and scattered over our 
land: whether exhibited in the wide world of waters as they leap 
down the cataract—or the majestic’river as it rolls its mighty burden 
of waters in silence through the lofty forest—or the spreading vales, 
and swelling hills, freshened by a thousand rivulets. 

For the purpose of enjoying some romantic scenery on a warm 
afternoon in June, I left the little village where I had been residing, 
for a solitary walk. It was in the southern part of New-England, 
about a dozen miles from Long Island Sound. After roaming from 
hill to hill, now gazing at the fertile plains covered with the richest 
garments, and now looking at the dark blue waters at a distance, 
with here and there a white sail slowly moving upon their surface, 
1 found myself among the wildest works of nature. I had wandered 
over a mountain covered with timber of different kinds, so steep 
that it could with difficulty be climbed by seizing the bushes which 
grew on its sides, and now found myself in a gap between two 
ranges of steep mountains. Delayed on the hills in search of min- 
erals, it was not till near sun-set that I came into this gap, some- 
times known by the name of ‘‘ the Den.”’ It is a fearful place, ex- 
tending several miles, with high and steep hills on each side, sepa- 
rated just wide enough to admit a foaming stream between them, 
while their dark shaggy tops seemed to scowl, as if in disdain, at the 
waters that were dashing at their feet. The stream is dark and 
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deep, now whirling in eddies ere it bounds and dashes over oppos- 
ing rocks, and now silently and sullenly moving along, as if indig- 
nant at the obstacles which stood in its way. There was a little 
path along the side of the river, trodden chiefly by single persons, 
though sometimes passed by a team. Besides this you could see no 
traces of man. The frowning pines sighed on the tops of the moun- 
tains—the rocks reared their eternal breast-works—the savage 
stream dashed along in its pride, and all around was solitude. Be- 
sides this, it was just sun-set ; and there is an indiscribable stillness 
attending the setting of a summer’s sun, which every feeling bosom 
notices. He threw a veil of gold over the heads of the aged pines 
on the hills at my left, and sank with a stillness that seemed like a 
stop of the wheels of nature. It seemed as if the wild flood mur- 
mured with a less hoarse voice at this moment, and the heron on its 
banks forgot his screaming. I might not have remembered this mo- 
ment, had it not, in a measure, prepared me for what followed. 
About a mile from my entrance of the ‘‘ Den”’ was a'little opening 
on the side of the eastern mountain, and nearly half-way up its sum- 
mit stood a small but neat cottage. It was in the midst of woods, 
save a place cleared around it for a little barn, a garden, a sheep-cote, 
and the little winding path which led to the door. The small habita- 
tion, the garden, &c. were not only neat and in good repair, but I no- 
ticed they even had something like ornament: for a lonely honey- 
suckle was creeping over the mossy roof, and some beautiful flowers 
were waving in the garden. Though somewhat surprised at seeing 
these signs of life, | recollected that this must be the habitation of 
James Orwell, ‘‘ the mountain cottager,”’ whose character I had 
lately learnt, and in whose history I had taken a lively interest. 
James Orwell, whose house | was now approaching, was a native 
of Scotlaad. He had come to this country some fifty years before, 
in the hope of becoming rich. This country was then new, and he 
had but little experience that was of any value. During the revolu- 
tionary war, he had a little shop in a village near the sea, where he 
traded on a small scale. He had acquired a pretty property, when 
the village was burnt by the enemy, and in an hour he lost all his 
earnings. This stroke was heavy to one who had placed his whole 
heart upon property, and the more so, as it was unexpected. For 
a time, he was cheered with the hope of remuneration by Govern- 
ment, but this hope was soon dashed, and he was discouraged. He 
gradually became morose and disgusted with mankind ; and with a 
wife whom he had lately married, and an infant son, he retired to 
the lonely retreat where his cottage now stands. Here he had 
lived unmolested for more than twenty years, having little to do with 
the world, save when he went to the neighbouring village once a 
fortnight, to dispose of the wooden dishes which he made at home. 
He was unsocial, and rather repulsive during all this time. But 
about three years ago his wife was suddenly taken sick, and in a few 
days died. At the time this event took place there was a revival of 
religion in the next village. The old man invited the neighbouring 
minister to attend the funeral of his wife. It was then that the mi- 
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nister endeavoured to soften and sympathize with him ; and th 

are but few whose hearts will not soften at such a season. He gra- 
dually gained his confidence, and more gradually drew bis attention 
to the great subject of personal religion. At the time of his wife’s 
death, the old man had an only daughter with him, then about 14 
years of age. His only son had the restless disposition of his father : 
and at the age of fifteen, had left his home, and gone to sea. Before 
the revival had gone by, the good Pastor had the pleasure of num- 
bering the hardy Orwell and his daughter among the subjects of the 
work, and of rejoicing that these sheep upon the mountains were 
gathered into the fold of Christ. From this time, the appearance 
of the old man was greatly altered. Instead of sauntering over the 
hills on the Sabbath, and selecting the best maple trees to make his 


* wooden dishes, he was now regularly seen going to the village 


church with his cheerful daughter hanging on his arm. Every Lord’s 
day he was seen in season at his seat, dressed in his thread-bare 
drab coat, with his silvery hair hanging in ringlets over his shoul- 
ders. His neck was surrounded by a red silk hankerchief ; a black 
vest and pantaloons, and a smooth-worn cane completed his dress. 
As the people saw how great was the change in the old man, how 
devout was his attention to the duties of religion, and saw his daugh- 
ter sitting by his side, and both mingling their notes of praise in the 
sanctuary, they all felt that there must be something in religion. I 
said that from the time of the death of his wife, the old man and 
daughter were both regularly seen at their humble seats on the Sab- 
bath ; but for a few Sabbaths previous to my visit at the cottage, they 
had both been missing; and the reason was known—because the 
daughter had been too unwell to go out. 

Possessing naturally a slender constitution, she had of late been 
drooping ; and people of the village who loved her much on account 
of her many amiable qualities, all shook their heads with a sigh, and 
declared they feared she was not long for this world. Her first symp- 
toms were those of a cold; but it was soon discovered that she 
had a fixed cough ; and the little burning hectic spot whieh played 
over her cheek in the early part of the day, told that the worm 
of disease was playing at the vitals. Yet this mountain flowret was 
wasting so gradually, that many of her friends hoped it would recov- 
er, and flourish. The father looked upon the decaying form of his 
child, and saw that her days were marked by the finger of death, 
and that she could not pass their limits. I’rom the hour of ber close 
confinement, he scarcely ever left the side of her bed ; as if by pa- 
ternal kindness he wished to ease the last moments of the spirit 
which he could not detain. The daughter saw that she could not 
live ; but she looked upon the disease which was fast conquering the 
body, as a deliverer who was to lead her from captivity to glory. 
When her father was by, she was cheerful, and apparently composed; 
yet when he was absent, a tear was often seen to stand in her eye, 
as she looked out of her window upon her little garden before the 
house, and thought how lonely she should leave her poor father. 
The father too, seemed oecasionally to have the same reflections as 
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&® gazed upon the sunken face of his child with an earnestness that 
“showed how much he felt. 

They talked of their little earthly plans, as if each was unwilling 
to realize that they were soon to be separated. Thus week after 
week went by, every hour of which left the few moments of her 
life still fewer, till the afternoon on which | visited them, when it 
was believed her last hour had come. 

Thus much | knew of the inhabitants of this little dwelling ere I 
entered it. On entering, | found the daughter lying in one corner 
of one of the two small rooms which the house contained, on a neat 
small bed, at the foot of which sat the disconsolate father. ‘The 
good clergyman was sitting at its head. After a needless apology 
for my intrusion, | became a silent spectator, and felt how great was 
the privilege. The Pastor was in close conversation with this lamb 
of his flock which was about to leave him, and he was conversing 
about her departure. When he ceased, there was silence for a few 
minutes. ‘‘ Just raise my head,” said the dying girl, ‘and let me 
look out of my little window once more.”’ Then turning to her mi- 
nister, she said, with feeling, ‘* notwithstanding our troubles, there 
are many delights in our world ; and | am fast remembering all that 
bind me to earth. There is my poor flower-garden—it will soon be 
grown over with weeds ; there is the river—it will continue to run 
and murmur as if | were here: | hoped | should have seen the sun 
once more before he set—but he is already behind the mountain : 
then there are my two poor pet lambs that I have fed so long—poor 
things, they will not have any one to love them, and take care of 
them as I have done: O, it is hard to leave all these—but hardest 
of all to leave my poor father! O, what will he do when I am gone— 
who will take care of him when he is sick, and love him as | can’? 
O my dear father, | hoped | should do all this, and repay some of 
the many, many kindnesses | have received from you! But the will 
of God be done!” “I pray it may be,”’ said the old man, “ though 
{am stript of every end all my earthly comforts. But compose 
yourself, my dear child, God will provide for me while | stay—it 
will not be long before I follow you—I am almost ready to be taken. 
I thought | could never meet this hour ; but God gives me strength 
according to my day.’”’ ‘ Your father shall never suffer,” said the 
minister, ‘* and God will deal kindly towards him. You are exhaust- 
ed, and had better be quiet awhile.” ‘* But, father, I had forgotten 
one thing—it is my poor brother Henry ; he may not be alive now : 
and if he is, he is not thinking of us. I cannot remember much 
about him ; but | have often prayed that he might return to you in 
your old age—that we might both live to see him: but more have 
I prayed that God would make this wanderer his child. Should he 
ever return, | wish you to give him my Bible and Hymn-Book— 
there they are—they both have his sister’s name in them: tell him 
that it was my dying request that he would read those places where 
the leaves are turned down ; and tell him that he was made for eter- 
nity—to repent, and prepare to follow me. O, that we might all meet 
in heaven! Now, Mr. S. 1 wish you would pray with me, for I am 
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almost gone: pray for my poor brother—for my father—that my 
brother, who is far away, might return to him—O pray that Christ 
would receive my soul, for | have done with earth.” The clergy- 
man opened the Bible and read that consoling portion of scripture 
which is recorded in the 14th chapter of John. We then knelt by 
the bed side, and he fervently addressed the throne of mercy. 

While we were engaged in this sacred duty, the door softly turn- 
ed upon its hinges, and a fine, well-dressed young man came in. He 
looked wild at first; but by the time the prayer was finished, the 
whole scene before him was fully explained. We arose from our 
knees, and no one spoke. The stranger was standing and gazing in 
a kind of stupid surprise : he looked at the old man and then at the 
daughter—and his eyes filled with tears. ‘It is my Henry!” said 
the father, stretching out his aged arms, and unable to rise. ‘ My 
father, do you live, and do you yet remember me’’—and in a mo- 
ment he was in his father’s arms. The sister gave a hectic sob, and 
fainted away: but when she revived, her hand was within that of 
her brother. ‘‘ My dear Charlotte, | did not hope to find you so 
sick ; but we will nurse you up, and you will be well again in a few - 
days.” ‘* You deceive yourself, my dear Henry, I have but a short 
time to live: but I am glad to see your face once more. O, | feel 
I now have a new tie to bind me to earth, but it must be rent. O 
Henry! it would be a dreadful thing to die but for a hope that I am 
a christian, and the christian can never die. How long is it since 
you left us, Henry ?” “ It is six years this spring ; you was then a 
little girl—and I hoped when I kissed you and my poor mother, when 
we parted, that we should all meet again: but one is gone, and my 
sister is just going, and | must still be a stranger below—and friend- 
less.”’ ‘* Not friendless, Henry, if you put your trust in God: he 
will be your friend, and we shall all meet again in Heaven.” * It is 
all the hope I have left, my sister!’ ‘It is! then are you a chris- 
tian, Henry ?” “I am a great sinner, and a poor christian.” ** You 
are ? O, Henry, how happy shall I die! But | wish you to promise 
me one thing ; promise that you will stay at home and take care of 
our poor father, after | am gone,” ‘1 will.”’ ‘ Now,” said the 
fainting sister, ‘“‘am | happy ; but Mr. S.” said she, turning to the 
minister, ‘* will friends in heaven know each other’ Itseems as if 
I shall want to know my brother more.” ‘ We shall all be happy, 
and be as the angels in heaven,”’ said the minister. ‘* Tell me, bro- 
ther, where, and how you became a christian ; for | greatly desire 
to know.”’ 

We all drew our chairs near the bed as the young man related 
the various situations in which he had been placed since he left his 
father’s dwelling. How he had been a very wicked wanderer from 
one part of the world to another, alike regardless of home and his 
Maker ; how, at length, he met with a missionary in the East, who 
had taken great pains to instruct him, and by whose means he had 
been brought to reflect on his ways and prospects. This missiona- 
ry had given him a Bible, which had been his constant companion 
ever since. After his hopeful conversion, he had made several 
profitable voyages, and had brought home his wages to his poor pa- 
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rents, to comfort them in their age. He had not heard any thing 
from them since he left the little cot on the mountain ; but often, as 
he sat at the top of the mast, or clung to the yards, had he prayed ear- 
nestly for his friends at home. He concluded his interesting narrative 
with many tears ; partly out of joy, that he had been so distinguish- 
ed by the mercy of God, and partly out of sorrow, that he found 
none to comfort but his aged father. We were greatly affected at 
his narrative ; but still more so as we turned to the dying Charlotte. 
A smile of joy and hope was still playing over her features, but her 
heart had ceased its throbbings, and was cold in death. She had 
listened to her brother’s voice, till the blood ceased to flow in her 
veins, and so peacefully did her spirit leave its marble tenement, 
that we knew not the moment of its departure. We saw the body 
calm and placid laid in slumbers, while the soul had gone to ever- 
lasting rest. O. E. 








Review. 


A particular relation of the American Baptist Mission to the Burman 
Empire. In a series of letters, addressed to Josepnx BuTTERWORTH, 
Esq. M. P., London, by Ann H. Jupson. Washington City, Mee- 
han, 1823, 12mo. pp. 315. 


(Concluded from page 41.) 


In considering the interesting volume before us, many solemn re- 
flections press themselves upon the mind. One of the first which 
presents itself, is the connection in God’s providence of the most 
important series of events, with a cause apparently trivial, and at 
the time unnoticed. Who regarded that solitary youth as he rode 
slowly along in doubt whether to prosecute his journey, or to return 
to his home and read his Bible once more ? Yet in the inward rumi- 
nating of that single mind, lay the hidden germ which, in its full evo- 
lution, may yet involve the moral character of a populous empire, 
and the eternal salvation of millions of its inhabitants. Had not Mr. 
Judson felt his first misgiving with regard to the infidel sentiments 
he had embraced, for aught that appears, Burmah might yet have 
slept in the deep darkness of its atheistic creed—nay more, the 
American Board for Foreign Missions might not, to this day, have 
been formed ; and all the extensive system of its wide spread ope- 
rations for the good of men, might have been lost to our age, and to 
the world. Let us then keep it constantly im our thoughts, that when 
the truth of the Gospel is effectually communicated to asingle mind, 
a seed is sown which (especially in a day of Missions, like that in 
which we live,) may spring up in enterprizes of great extent, and 
bear its fruit in the final happiness of vast multitudes of our race. 
Whenever a young man, especially of talents and education, begins 
to give evidence of religious reflection, let all helps be given him— 
let bis Christian friends watch, and hope, and pray ; let him be en- 
couraged to inquire ; let all obstacles be removed out of his way to 
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divine knowledge ; let all facilities be afforded him for acquiring it ; 
you know not but you may be rearing a Missionary of the Cross; 
may be preparing one of those destined instruments by which the 
God of inscrutable counsel will enlighten the world. 

Another reflection, in connection with this, is, that where the cir- 
cumstances of a sinner’s effectual call by the Spirit are peculiar, and 
strongly marked, especially if the subject of the call is young, and 
an opposer, we may, for the most part, conclude that God has much 
for this servant'te do. The early history of the most eminent men 
in the church, through all ages, will abundantly confirm the truth of 
this remark. When God ealls, as he did from the bush in Horeb, or 
on the way to Damascus, the world and the church may expect to 
feel the consequences. 

The narrative suggests another thought allied to those above. It is 
this : that before great usefulness we always find great trials. There 
is no honour like that which is earned by suffering. This is the 
glory of the church’s Head—and all who would have fellowship with 
him in spreading his Father’s glory, in destroying the kingdom of 
the devil, in showering abroad heaven’s blessings on the miserable, 
in turning away the curse from the abodes of men, and making an 
Eden of this world’s wilderness, must be content to share with him 
in his cup of bitterness—must welcome privation, and lowliness, and 
contempt, and persecution ; and if they would fill up their glory, 
must be prepared to share death itself with him that sent them. 
When the sons of Zebede asked for high seats in his kingdom, Je- 
sus answered, ‘‘ Can ye drink of the cup that I drink of, and be bap- 
tized with the baptism that | am baptized with ?” He who is not in 
his spirit prepared for this, need not look to accomplish or to attain 
great things in Christ’s service. But these persons took their lives 
in their hands. They went to the most ferocious nation in the south 
of Asia, to occupy a station which previous Missionaries had aban- 
doned in despair, and from which they were dissuaded even by 
Christian friends, best able to estimate what they were undertaking. 
Look at that solitary student—without an interpreter, without a gram- 
mar, without a dictionary, toiling through the most difficult of lan- 
guages, till his health sinks beneath the task : look at that delicate, 
cultivated, refined woman, surrounded with savages, who consider 
woman a beast of burden, without a female to speak to in all Bur- 
mah, without a syllable in twelve ths from the Christian world. 
She has one child—her only wing. ny and he dies. Her husband 
is left, and he sickens. Her own health fails her, and, not to inter- 
rupt his task, she leaves him and embarks alone, without female 
cémpanion or servant, to try the doubtful experiment of a change 
of place. She returns—and soon her husband leaves her—the time 
for his return elapses—she hears the vessel has not reached the 
port—and for month after month is in total uncertainty about his fate 
—and, at last, after once more enjoying his society, a gradual decay 
compels her to leave him, and she has left him—perhaps for ever. 
Let a wife, let a mother ponder on these things, and learn to mea- 
sure that devotedness of heart, which not only endures, but which 
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chooses and welcomes them, that Christ may be served and sinners 
saved. 

Another fact in the narrative deserves remark. These Missiona- 
ries chose Burmah ; but they were willing to have gone to Madagas- 
car, or to any other heathen land to which God’s providence should 
seem to directthem. This is true benevolence. It is the love, not 
of Burmans, or Madagascarites, but of men—of sinners. This spi- 
rit seeks only for misery, that it may relieve it ; only for ignorance, 
that it may enlighten it; only for sinfulness, that @t may bring the 
balm of hope, the promise of pardon. And when a young student 
says to himself or to his friend, | should like to be a Missionary to 
the Sandwich Islands—I should like to be a Missionary to this or to 
that station, he says too much. [fhe has the right spirit in his heart, 
its language will be this, I should like to be a Missionary. 

Another reflection which arises from almost every part of the 
narrative, is the effect of a conscious performance of duty, in furnish- 
ing a spring of happiness amidst the greatest accumulation of sur- 
rounding evils. Paul and Silas could sing in a dungeon—and in the 
case before us, we find this suffering pair, amidst their heart-de- 
pressing desolations at Rangoon, declaring, in confidential letters to 
bosom friends, that they were never so happy in their lives. How 
impossible it is for outward calamities to whelm a spirit which has 
this peace within. How all-suflicient is one secret smile from Jesus 
Christ, to counterbalance the frowns, conteimpt, hostility, rancour, 
and persecution of a united world. Let the candidate for missions 
look at this, while he looks with apprehension at the sufferings be- 
fore him: let him remember what it was that made the face of Ste- 
phen, before his Judges, ‘‘as it had been the face of an angel ;’’ and 
let him not forget that evena greater than Stephen, sometimes ‘ re- 
joiced in spirit.” 

In looking at the character of the Burmans, as it unfolds itself in 
their conduct towards the messengers of peace, we perceive that 
however distant men may be from each other, and however distin- 
guished and even contrasted in all the circumstances of their educa- 
tion, manners, habits, political relations, and religious observances, so 
long as they remain without the saving knowledge of the Redeemer, 
their character, in its great leading principles, is one and the same ; 
and though the particular forms it may assume cannot be forseen, 
its general actings, in all that gespects the gospel, may be calculated 
upon with infallible certainty® The learned Socinian in the West 
has his counterpart in the learned Budhist of the East—the disputa- 
tious Philosopher of the Grecian portico has his likeness in the yet 
more disputatious Sophist of the Burman Zayat: the self-righteous 
church builder in a Christian land may see his own likeness in the 
self-righteous pagoda-builder of Siam and Pegue. Every where, un- 
der all skies, under all governments, under all religious systems, ‘‘the 
carnal mind is enmity against God : it is not subject to his law, nei- 
ther, indeed, can be.”’ And so on the other hand, the gospel, and the 
grace it brings, are found to produce, in substance, the same effects 
in every part of the world. Every where it slays the enmity of the 
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heart, humbles the self-confident pride of the understanding, purities 
the polluted affections, and gives an heavenly image to the human 
character. Here, therefore, there is a still farther encouragement 
for the intended missionary. He is to meet with no new race of 
beings, no unexpected phenomena: he will find, go to what shore 
or ** sea-girt isle’’ soever his God may send him, the sinners of bis 
Bible’; he will hear, in substance, the same objections and experi- 
ence in the main, the same reception with those whose history he 
has read from a child, in the Acts and the Epistles. And if he goes 
not in vain he will find the heathen converted by the same instru- 
ment, and by the same power, too, as "Paul did, and Silas did, and 
Barnabas did, and all the twelve, and all the seventy. 

Of the many other reflections which present themselves, we shall 
mention only two more. ‘ihe first is on the error of that system of 
thinking and of acting in relation to missions, which advocates the 
sufficiency of a slight preparation in those who devote themselves 
to this service After all the light of experience on this subject, and 
all the conviction it has produced in thinking minds, there still lin- 
gers a lurking persuasion among Christians, in general, that in this 
department of the ministry, personal piety, ardent zeal, and deter- 
mined enterprise, supersede almost all other preparation. If, in- 
deed, heathen countries were to be taken possession of for Jesus 
Christ, as they commonly have been for earthly monarchs, by bra- 
ving the dangers of the deep, despising the bardships of the voyage, 
effecting a landing, and planting one standard on the shore—tbis 
might be true. But the case is far otherwise. Languages are to be 
acquired—the Scriptures, the primordial oracles of truth, are to be 
translated into a new tongue—all manner of persons are to be en- 
countered, all manner of arguments met and answered, all manner 
of inquiries, into all parts and points of the Christian system pro- 
vided for—and all this while souls are living or dying on the issue. 

And is a raw lad, scarcely enough indoctrinated to be settled in 
his own belief, unacquainted with controversy, unable to appeal to 
the original Scriptures, and uninformed on all subsidiary subjects of 
knowledge, a fit representative of Jesus Christ and his religion, to 
an entire nation of the unbelieving world? Perhaps, as usual, the 
example of the Apostles is quoted. ‘It makes directly against those 
who urge it. So far were those most wonderful men from being sent 
unfurnished, that the most stupendous miracle of the Christian dis- 
pensation was wrought to furnish them. In one mystic moment they 
were filled, directly from heaven, with all gifts and all knowl-dge : 
and even to this, was added the constant miraculous superintendance 
of the Spirit by which they were taught, at the moment, and without 
premeditation, ‘* what they should speak.” Is this done now? Let 
the weary labours of Rangoon, let a missionary, dumb for years, to 
the very people he came to instruct, let his wasted health, his sink- 
ing heart, his weeping partner, answer. 

In the last place, how forcibly does the entire scene of the inte- 
rior of a Christian Missionary station pray to Christians that ee | 
would pray toGod! If any thing can make a pious heart melt wit 

C. Hepaup, No. 228. 10 












} 
} 
: 


’ 
Ad 
al 
i 

| 
if 





74 fntellagence. 


tenderness, while it is at the same time solemnized with admiration, 
it is the spectacle of two such labourers alone amidst the surround- 
ing darkness. In themselves, who so weak as they ? in themselves 
what so insufficient to change a nation’s faith ? They know it—they 
feel it—they confess it hourly, and yet they labour, and yet they 
hope. It is a sight for angels to look at. The devil looks at it with a 
contempt, a malice, and a fear, that devils alone can know ; -every 
plan is revolved, every instrument prepared, to quench the little flame 
in endless night. And shall such devotion have no reverence ?—such 
suffering no sympathy ? Shall heaven’s blessing be asked, and not 
for them? Shall the church hold her jubilees, and bask in the full 
light of an almost perpetual Sabbath, and forget the place where two 
or three solitary sufferers spread the Lord’s table alone, and where 
no Sabbath is beyond their dwelling? Forbid it, forbid it, every 
feeling of humanity, every dictate of religion, every pulse, every 
throbbing of a Christian heart ! 





Lutelligeuce, 


ENGLAND.—Reticiovs Tract Soctery. 


‘‘Some time ago,’’ says aclergyman, ‘I preached in both my 
parishes on the subject of family prayer ; and some impression ap- 
peared to be produced, of the importance and necessity of that much 
neglected duty. In order that these impressions might not be fugi- 
tive and unprofitable, it was intimated that any person who wished 
to establish that excellent practice in his own family might be pro- 
vided, gratuitously, with a form of prayer for every day inthe week, 
in case he promised to use it, at least, once a day. In consequence of 
such an intimation, | had nearly 120 applications ; and here I found 
the peculiar utility of the Religious Tract Society ; out of its depo- 
sitory | was enabled to furnish so many families with an excellent 
form of prayer for every morning and evening in the week, at a ve- 
ry trifling expense to myself. Had I supplied myself with so many 
forms out of a bookseller’s shop, this would have been a serious de- 
mand upon my pocket; and! know of no other Society that could 
have provided me with so many, and so good, at so cheap a rate.” 





LONDON SOCIETY FOR MITIGATING AND GRADUALLY ABOLISHING THE 
STATE OF SLAVERY THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH DOMINIONS. 


The objects of this Society cannot be more clearly and compre- 
hensively defined, than in the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted at the first meeting. 

‘* That the individuals composing the present meeting, are deeply 
impressed with the magnitude and number of the evils attached to the 
system of slavery which prevails in many of the Colonies of Great 
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Britain; a system which appears to them to be opposed to the spi- 
rit and precepts of Christianity, as well as repugnant to every dic- 
tate of natural humanity and justice. 

‘* That they long indulged a hope, that the great measure of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, for which an act of the Legislature 
was passed in 1807, after a struggle of twenty years, would have 
tended rapidly to the mitigation and gradual extinction of negro 
bondage in the British colonies; but that in this hope they have 
been painfully disappointed ; and, after a lapse of sixteen years, they 
have still to deplore the almost undiminished prevalence of the evils 
which it was one great object of the abolition to remedy. 

‘* That under these circumstances, they feel themselves called 
upon, by the most binding considerations of their duty as Christians, 
by their best sympathies as men, and by their solicitude to maintain, 
unimpaired, the high reputation and solid prosperity of their coun- 
try ; to exert themselves, in their separate and collective capacities, 
in furthering this most important object, and in endeavouring, by all 
prudent and lawful means to mitigate, and eventually to abolish, 
the slavery existing in our colonial possessions.”’ 


WESTERN ASIA.—Patestine Mission. 


(Extracts from Mr. Fisk’s Communications.) 


I have had frequent religious discussions with Padre G. my Ara- 
bic instructer. When he began to give me lessons, he did not know 
who I was. On coming into my room one day, he saw a letter ad- 
dressed to me, and observing the title, inquired if 1 was an ecclesi- 
astic. I told him yes; at which he expressed a high degree of plea- 
sure, addressed me as a brother, and felt himself much honored in 
being acquainted with me ; but added, very softly, that he should be 
rather better pleased if | were a Catholic. I told him if he would 
show me, from the Bible, that the doctrines of popery were correct, 
I would most cheerfully embrace them. Instead of attempting to do 
this, he said it was interest and lust which led the first Protestants 
to leave the Roman Church. I! told him it could not be worldly 
interest, because they suffered great losses by doing it, and many of 
them suffered martyrdom. I then referred to what St. Paul says of 
the marriage of a bishop and a deacon. He admitted that the Bible 
allows priests to marry, and said, that celibacy was meritorious only 
when it was a voluntary act; not forced: but the Council of Trent 
having decreed the celibacy of the clergy, every member of the 
priesthood must abide by the decision of the Church. I then told 
him what were, in fact, the things that caused Protestants to leave 
the Church of Rome ;—such as indulgences, the Inquisition, purga- 
tory, worship of images, praying to saints, infallibility of the Pope, 
prayers in Latin, and prohibiting the Scriptures. He said the sto- 
ries of selling indulgences, and of burning people in the Inquisition, 
were all fables. 

A few days after the above conversation took place, Mr. Wilson 
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was at my room when Padre G. came, and they entered into a dis- 
cussion which lasted two hours. The Padre was manifestly much 
embarrassed by the arguments drawn from the Bible. His only 
ground to stand on was this,—** The Church says so. Christ has 
promised to be with his Church; therefore what the Church says 
and does, is of divine authority.”’ Here he stood, and nothing could 
move him. We read to him a variety of passages from the Bible, in 
manifest opposition to the dogmas and discipline of the Roman 
church ; but he met them all with the assertion that private indivi- 
duals cannot interpret the Bible. It must be done by Popes and 
Councils, and we must believe whatever they say. 

The next day he came into my room with a very triumphant air, 
and said,—‘‘ | have a very important consideration to advance; in 
regard to our discussion yesterday.” 

Fisk, Well, what is it ? 

Padre G. Scripture has four senses, the literal, the moral, the 
apogogical, and the mystical. And the London edition of Martini’s 
Italian Bible, which you use, has omitted tne three last, and gives us 
only the literal; and Paul says the letter killeth, but the Spirit giv- 
eth life. You told me yesterday, that Martini’s translation was ap- 
proved by Pope Pius VI.; but | have learned since, that it was ap- 
proved only with the other three senses, as contained in the com- 
mentary of Monsignore Martini, not as you have it. 

F. 1 did not tell you that the Pope had given permission to circu- 
Jate this translation without the commentary. I! know very well 
that the Church of Rome, probably from a conviction that many of 
its doctrines and usages are not supported by Scripture, forbids the 
circulation of the pure word of God, except when accompanied by 
papal comments and explanations ; lest, if people were to read the 
word of God alone, the errors of the Church should be discov ered. 
But I told you yesterday what is true, that this translation was made 
from the Vulgate by the Catholic Archbishop Martini, and approved 
by the late Pope as a correct translation. Now, whether the word 
of God, when correctly translated, may be distributed by itself, or 
whether the word of the Church must be added to it and mixed wih 
it, is totally another question. Pray how did God originally give 
his word to men ;—with a commentary, or without ? 

P.G. Without, certainly. But as a piece of meat brought from 
the market, is rendered more fragrant and delicious by the changes 
and additions made in cooking, so the holy Church has added many 
very necessary explanations to Scripture. 

F. And the consequence of this proceeding is, that Catholics trans- 
fer the reverence they ought to feel for the word of God alone, to 
the word of the Church; and I generally tind they do not even know 
what is meant by the Holy Scriptures. When I ask a Catholic for 
a Bible, he shows me a book of prayers, or sermons, or some church 
book. I have met with but few who knew any thing about the Bi- 
ble, as distinct from other church books. 

It has been urged, among Protestants, as an objection against the 
Catholics, that they do not allow people to have the Bible in their own 
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language. But some have thought it almost impossible, that a Church 
callin. itself Christian, should prohibit people from reading the word 
of God. It, however, | rightly understand you, it is a fact, that the 
Church of Rome does not allow people to read the Bible. 

P.G. Yes, it is so; and there is very good reason for it: for the 
Bible cannot be understood, except as explained by the Church. 

F. When you speak of Martini’s Bible and commentary, as con- 
taining the four senses of Scripture, do you mean that these are all 
included i in the original Bible, or that either Martini, or the Church, 
has added three senses, which are not in the original. 

P.G. These senses are all implied in the original; but they 
cannot be understood, except as explained by the Fathers and the 
Church. 

F. The inference from all this, is, that God has given mena 
book which it is not safe for them to read. The Church of Rome 
takes this book and makes such additions as render it safe for men 
to read it. Is this the case ? 

P. G. It is not permitted to me to argue on these subjects. I 
have always been occupied with languages, and have not attended 
sufliciently to these subjects to understand them. 





PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Narrative of the State of Religion within the bounds of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, in the U. States. —May, 1823. 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States embraces thirteen 
Synods, and more than seventy Presbyteries. One of these Presby- 
teries is in the eastern part of New-England ; all the others lie on 
the west and south of that region, and stretch from Niagara and 
Champlain, in the State of New-York, to Missouri and Louisiana on 
the south-west, a distance of more than 1,500 miles. No inconsi- 
derable part of the population spread over this extended region is 
dependent on the Presbyterian Church for the ordinary means of 
grace. From that Church, to a considerable degree, they expect 
the preaching of the Gospel, and the administration of its ordinan- 
ces; the patronage of Literary and Theological Seminaries ; the 
religious instruction of the young, and the encouragement and main- 
tenance of charitable institutions. Could we command an adequate 
supply ef labourers for the field which we are invited to occupy, 
the amount of effort and responsibility devolving on us would be in- 
creasingly great ; but an adequate supply of labourers does not exist. 
The provision which has been made, and is now making, for the re- 
ligious wants that have awakened our solicitude, will be stated in its 
proper place. At present, we wish distinctly to announce the fact, 
that the means of religions mstraction are inadequate, in a lamenta- 
ble degree, to the demand for their employment. From documents, 
which will appear in another form, it is clearly deducible, that oar 
population is rapidly gaining on the means of religious tmprovement. 
To illustrate this position, in regard to the preaching of the i be 
the following facts muy be stated : 
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In the Presbytery of Niagara, there are thirty-one churches, and 
only seven ministers and lice ntiates. The Presbytery of Albany is 
among those which are best suppled with the ministry of the Gos- 
pel; but, in four counties within iis bounds, more than 50,000 souls 
are represented as destitute of adequate means of grace. In the 
extensive states of Mississippi and Louisiana, there cannot be found 
more than eight or ten Presbyterian ministers, and very few of any 
other denomination. The whole terrnery of Michigan is yet Mis- 
sionary ground ; while Easi and West lorida, with a numerous po- 
pulation, in a very interesting state, have no minister of our commu- 
nion. In one city, with three or four thousand inhabitants, much 
anxiety is evinced to obtain a stated Protestant ministry. 

These are some of the reasons for asserting that the means of 
grace are alarmingly inadequate to the exigencies of our population. 
To render this view more appalling, we are assured, that the defi- 
ciency is increasing. New settlements, unfurnished with a Christian 
ministry, are forming in the West ; while the demands of the East 
are not diminished. The wave of emigration rolls farther and far- 
ther onward ; and, unless God interpose, by some special move- 
ments of his people, in their favour, it would, really, seem that our 
children are likely to settle on the shores of the Pacific Ocean, with- 
out the Christian religion. 

Let us now contemplate some of the means which are employed 
for the cultivation of this vast field, and the particular aspects of 
Providence towards it, during the past year. ‘! he stated and ordi- 
pary means of grace have been afforded as usual; and our ministers 
and elders, generally, appear to have been engaged with zeal and 
fidelity, in the various departments of their duty. The spirit of re- 
ligious exertion is still active ; and, in some instances, it has appear- 
ed in new and successful modes of operation. In addition to the ef- 
forts of Sabbath Schools, Catechetical Instruction, Bible Classes, the 
Concert of Prayer, Bible Societies, Theological Seminaries, Educa- 
tion and Missionary Associations, we are happy to learn that more 
than usual aitention-has been paid to the religious instruction of sea- 
men ; and that, on many minds, the present condition of the Jews 
has made a distinct and affecting impression. While on these sub- 
jects, it does not accord with the design of this narrative to descend 
to particulars; we do not hesitate to invite the attention of our 
churches to the reports respecting them, which are now before the 
public ; and, particularly, to that of the Society for meliorating the 
condition of the Jews. 

The Theological Seminary, at Princeton, has been unusually full 
during the last year. At present, it numbers eighty-five students. 
But the Board have still to detail the embarrassments under which 
it labours for want of funds. The Theological Seminary at Auburn 
is yetin its incipient state, but is répresented as rising in prosperity. 
Its number of students, at present, is thirteen. 

A Board of Missions, acting under the direction of the General 
Assembly, have, as usual, made an interesting report. This Board 
have a few important Auxiliaries in different remote sections of the 
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country ; and extracts from the Journals of their Missionaries, show 
that their labours, in many instances, have been suddenly and exten- 
sively blest. The Board make an urgent appeal for more liberal 
patronage, in behalf of this ancient Missionary Institution. There 
are many other local Societies within our bounds, aiming at the same 
grand object ; among which, the Assembly observe, with pleasure, 
the United Domestic Missionary Society of New-York. 

The proceedings of this Assembly contain a distinct representation 
on the education of pious and indigent young men, for the Gospel 
Ministry. We are happy to perceive that this important object is 
commanding more attention among our churches, and as evidence of 
this, we refer to the exertions of the various Education Societies, 
with their Auxiliaries ; and those, in particular, of the Presbytery 
of Albany, which alone is represented as having expended about 
$1,200 for this object during the past year. 

The United Foreign Missionary Society, though not confined to 
our denomination, commands, it is believed, throughout our church- 
es, a good and increasing degree of favour. Hitherto, its labours 
have been confined to our Western Indians, among whom it has now 
five stations, with well organized Education Families. There should 
be but one sentiment among Christians on the duty of patronizing 
this noble Institution. The Directors have, nevertheless, to com- 
plain, that their resources have been limited to an amount far short 
of their expenditures ; and the Assembly would cordially unite with 
them in the hope, that the peculiarly imposing claims of this Society 
will not, much longer, suffer it to languish. 

Having alladed to most of the means of religious improvement 
enjoyed by our churches, it becomes us now to inquire, what has 
been the result. On this subject we should speak with great cau- 
tion. But it is important to exhibit the spirttual state of the churches 
under our care. From the Presbyterial reports, it appears that the 
whole number of communicants belonging to our church has been 
much increased ; but it cannot now be ascertained to what precise 
extent, as many of those reports are imperfect. Admitting these 
additions to have been of such as shall be saved, it is of little impor- 
tance to us whether they have been gathered into the Christian 
community by the gradual distillations of the Holy Spirit, or by that 
increase of his influences, which constitutes a revival of religion. 
Still, there are many reasons for considering revivals of religion as 
peculiarly desirable ; and the assembly would disappoint the church- 
es under their care, if they failed to designate those which appear 
to have been most remarkable, During the last year, the following 
congregations have been graciously visited, viz. In the Presbytery 
of Niagara, Fredonia. In the Presbytery of Gennesee, Shelden, 
Orangeville, and Warsaw. Inthe Presbytery of Rochester, Riga,. 
and Bergen. In the Presbytery of Geneva, Romulus. In the Pres- 
bytery of Bath, Naples and Putney. In the Presbytery of Cayuga, 
Sempronius and Groton. In the Presbytery of Onondaga, Granby. 
In the Presbytery of Oneida, Utica, Paris, Shenandoah, Herkimer, 
and Little Falls. In the Presbytery of Otsego, Butternut’s and Bow- 
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man’s Creek. In the Presbytery of St. Lawrence, the continuation 
of former revivals, in Brownville, Adams, and Watertown. In the 
Presbytery of Champlain, notwithstanding many and great causes of 
mourning, they speak of a pleasing work of grace in the congrega- 
tion of Moors, and West Port. It is gratifying to learn that this Pres- 
bytery has recently extended its limits by organizing a Presbyterian 
Church in the city of Montreal. In the Presbytery of Londonderry, 
an extensive revival has taken place in the congregation of Chester. 
In the Presbytery of Albany, the congregations of Knox, Edinburgh, 
Kingsborough, Experance, and Ballston. In the Presbytery of 
North River, South Salem. In the Presbytery of Long Island, 
Freshpond. In the Presbytery of New-York, the Rutgers-Street 
Church has been blessed with a special revival ; and in the city, 
generally, there is evidently an increase of the spirit of religion, as 
appears from the erection of several new Churches, and an augment- 
ed number of communicants.. In the Presbytery of Jersey, New- 
ton, and New-Brunswick, the congregations of Rockaway, Hanover, 
Patterson, Chatham, Morristown, Baskenridge, Hacketstown, Pleas- 
ant Grove, Mansfield, Lamington, German Valley, and Boundbrook. 
In the Presbytery of Susquehannah, Pike, Silver Lake, Windsor, and 
Athens. In the first Presbytery of Philadelphia, Doylestown, Ne- 
shaminy, Newton, Deerfield, and Kensington. These revivals, to- 
gether with the good order and spirit of religious zeal which pre- 
vails in the city of Philadelphia, renders this a highly interesting 
part of our spiritual vineyard. In the Presbytery of Newcastle, an 
extensive work of grace seems to have commenced, and the congre- 
gations which have principally shared in it, are Fag’s Manor, Upper 
Octorara, Nottingham, Charleston, Pencador, St. George’s, and Doe 
Run. The Presbytery of Carlisle must be added to this list ; and 
in the interesting revival which has visited both the congregation 
and the college of Carlisle, we find an occasion for lively gratitude. 
In the Presbytery of Washington, Penn. Mill Creek, and the Flats. 
In the Presbytery of Hartford, Newcastle, Slippery Rock, Long 
Run, New-Salem, Mount Pleasant, Hopewell, and Nishanok. This 
revival has been greatly promoted by Sabbath Schools, and a system 
of visitation by several ministers. In the Presbytery of Grand Ri- 
ver, Warren and Geneva have experienced small revivals. In the 
Presbytery of Winchester, a number have been added to the church, 
in consequence of revivals at Fredericksburgh and Hartwood. In 
the Presbytery of Lexington, Lexington, New-Monmouth, Oxford, 
Timberridge, New-Providence, and Fairfield. In the Presbytery 
of Hanover, Petersburgh, Norfolk, Cumberland, Cubcreek, and 
Briery. Inthe Presbytery of Abingdon, three congregations. In 
the Presbytery of Orange, Eno, and Little River. From the Pres- 
bytery of Georgia we have heard, with peculiar emotions, not only 
of the wide and melancholy desolations which spread around them, 
but of the reviving showers of Divine grace which have descended 
upon some of their churches. A powerful work of grace is said te 
have commenced in the congregation of Medway, and more than 
ordinary additions have been made to the churches of Augusta, Sa- 
vaonah, Darien, and St. Mary’s. 
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We have given a brief enumeration of the places which have 
been favoured with the outpourings of the Spirit of God. These 
revivals, bearing, as they do, the marks of a genuine work of grace, 
must be regarded as among the most cheering dispensations of Di- 
vine Providence towards our churches during the last year. 

We are happy to state, that our friendly intercourse with the 
churches of Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, and New-Hamp- 
shire, continues to be cherished ; and that, from the Annual Report, 
furnished by the Delegates from those bodies, the impression is fa- 
vourable in regard to the prevalence of truth and godliness in that 
region. Their Colleges, and Theological Seminaries, and Missiona- 
ry Institutions, are flourishing ; and many of their churches have 
been visited with revivals of religion. 

The Colleges of Hamilton, Dickinson, Jefferson, Alleghany, and 
North Carolina, have been represented as in a flourishing state. 
Many of them embrace a considerable proportion of pious students ; 
and, in all, it is believed the cause of morality and religion is deci- 
dedly gaining ground. With regard to errors on the subject of re- 
ligion, it would probably be correct to state, that they are not ma- 
king progress. Still it is deplorable, that in this age of light and 
revivals, so many teachers of false and a systems of reli- 
gion should exist. They are chiefly to be fotnd among our new 
and unprotected churches ; and such a state of things calls as well 
for the watchfulness of those churches, as the sympathies of more 
highly favoured christians. 

There is another truth which fidelity does not permit us to con- 
ceal. In many parts of our countgy, an unusual degree of opposi- 
tion to the religious charities which adorn the present age of the 
world, has been displayed. The manifestation of this spirit should 
be considered as furnishing an evidence of the power and progress 
of religious exertion. It was not until the fire of God’s altar was 
cast into the earth, that there were voices, and thunderings, and an 
earthquake. Still, such a state of things should be met by a growing 
spirit of prayer and circumspection, on the part of the friends of 
Zion. Calling into action the gentleness and firmness, the humility 
and perseverance of the Gospel, they shall not fail of success. 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Twenty-First Anniversary. 


On Wednesdiif, May 28, the Rev. Joseph Elliot, of Roxbury, 
preached at the Meeting-House of the First Baptist Church, the ser- 
— introductory to the Annual Meeting of this Society, from Isaiab, 

xii. 6, 7. 

Rev. Daniel Sharp, Secretary of the Society, read the Annual 
Report. It gave a pleasing account of the doings of the Society in 
the past year ; of the happy influence which had attended the Ia- 
©. Hernarn, No. 228. 11 
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bours of some of their Missionaries, and of the encouragement to 
an increase of exertion in the glorious cause. In several instances, 
amongst those destitute of religious privileges, heartfelt gratitude had 
been apparent, and was humbly expressed for the benevolence of 
the Society in sending Missionaries amongst them, and to the Mis- 
sionaries for their affectionate zeal. 

The Treasurer’s account, as audited by the Committee appointed 
for that purpose, was then read. Eight hundred and eighty dollars 
were on hand, besides $500 which had been received in the past 
year, as profits accruing from the publication of the American Bap- 
tist Magazine, making $2,500 profits since the publication of the new 
series. Upwards of $2,000 had been received from different Mis- 
sionary Societies, and from donations and subscribers in the past year, 
and about the same amount had been expended by the Society in the 
employment of Missionaries, &c.—$1,161 were also in the Trea- 
surer’s hands, being donations for the translation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 


In the evening the Rev. Abiel Fisher preached before the So- 
ciety, from John, iii. 14, 15. 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Massachusetts Missionary Society held their Annual Meeting 
in Boston, on Tuesday, the 27th of May, at 10 o’clock, A. M. The 
business was commenced with singing the 110th Psalm, and with 
Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Woods#President of the Society. 

The Committee on the subject of effecting an union between the 
** Massachusetts Missionary Society” and the ‘“* Domestic Missionary 
Society for Massachusetts,” reported that, in their opinion, the pro- 
posed union is practicable—and stated the principles on which they 
believed it might be accomplished. Their Report was accepted, 
and will be acted upon by the Domestic Missionary Society, at their 
meeting in June. The Report of the Treasurer was read and ac- 
cepted. The receipts of the year, exclusive of the balance of the 
last year, have fallen short of the expenditures. 

A sermon was then delivered by Rev. Dr. Codman, in behalf of 
the Society, from Gal. iv. 18 ; “It is good to be zealously affected 
$70 in a good thing.” The collection taken up amounted to near- 
y $70. 


ee tee 7 


NEW-ENGLAND TRACT SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting was held at the Vestry of Park-Street 
Church, at 11 o’clock, A. M. Wednesday, May 28. Rev. Jobn H. 
Church took the Chair. The meeting was opened with prayer by 
the Chairman. 

From the audited Report of the Treasurer, it appeared that the 
sum of $4,274 24, includiog a balance of $85 82, in the Treasury 
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at the last Annual Meeting, had been received during the year—and 
the same amount had been paid for the publication of 470,000 
Tracts. 

The Society voted their thanks to all those persons who have 
made their Ministers Life Members of the Society ; also, to all Aux- 
iliary Societies, and to all persons who have made donations to the 
funds. : 

At an adigprned meeting of the Society, held at the Old South 
Church, in evening, an able and deeply interesting Report was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Edwards: prayers were offered by Rev. Pro- 
fessor Stuart, and Rev. Mr. Church, and a collection was taken up 
amounting to $34 50. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The eighteenth anniversary meeting of this great institution, was 
celebrated at Freemason’s Hall, Great Queen Street, London, on 
the 7th of May. Soon after the doors were opened the hall was 
filled in every part, even to the galleries, and great numbers were 
unable to obtain admission. Lord Terenmoutn took the chair. 

The report, which was extremely voluminous, was read by the 
secretary. It announced the death of their late secretary, the Rev. 
John Owen, to whose memory it paid a tribute, in which the meet- 
ing expressed their concurrence by the manner in which they re- 
ceived the intelligence. The number of the copies of the Scrip- 
tures circulated this year, exceeded that of any former year, and 
made the total, circulated by this society alone, since its commence- 
ment, more than three millions of copies. It also represented the 
society to be still flourishing in every quarter of the world, and had 
spread its agents and increased its supporters in India, Russia, and 
America. 

Lord Bexley seconded the motion that the report should be re- 
ceived. He said that he could not help congratulating the meeting 
on the beneficial effects which they had already produced, and the 
extent to which they had spread the Scriptures, as exemplified in 
their distribution of them for the comfort of the inhabitants of the 
frozen regions of Iceland, and a large portion of South America. 
His lordship concluded by expressing his ardent wishes for their 
prosperity. 

Lord Harrowby was received with much applause. He moved 
the thanks of the meeting to their President. To those who had 
witnessed the amazing progress of the institution, no words could 
be necessary to induce them to give their thanks to him who had 
persevered in his exertions up to the present time. His was a rare 
felicity, such as was only received in another century by Sir C. 
Wren, who, having laid the first stone of the great metropolitan tem- 
ple, to God, had the felicity to see its top ascend to the clouds, and 
crowned by the cross of Christ. 

The Bishop of Gloucester seconded the motion, in an able eule- 
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gium on the exertions and conduct of the noble chairman. His 
Jordship said there was one statement in the report at which he was 
particularly gratified—namely, the statement of the progress which 
the society had made in Ireland; for he was convinced that the only 
permanent remedy for the evils which afflicted that unhappy coun- 
try, was religious and moral education. 

Lord Teignmouth rose and returned thanks, and congratulated 
the meeting upon their progress abroad, and the Sage of 
correspondence in the most remote and uncivilized countries. 

The secretary from the Russian Bible Society returned thanks 
in the name of their fellow-labourers in Russia, and informed the 
meeting that they had circulated the Scriptures amongst Cossacks 
and Tartars of various nations ; amongst even the Chinese, and to 
the confines of the vast empire. They had printed, in the last year, 
160,000 copies of the Scriptures at St. Petersburgh, and this year 
would print 100,000 more. 

Lord Calthorpe, Sir C. Grant, and several other distinguished 
persons, addressed the meeting, which, after the resolutions were 
unanimously agreed to, separated. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Seventh Annual Report. 


After gratefully acknowledging the goodness of Divine Providence 
toward the Society and its interests, during the past year, the re- 
port commences its detail of facts by stating, that the Depository of 
the Society has been completed.* The cost of the lots and the build- 
ing amounts to $22,500. But this sum is not to be taken from the 
general fund. $9000 of it has already been paid out of individual 
subscriptions, for this express object—and the remainder, though 
for the present advanced from the general fund, is provided for, to- 
gether with the interest, so that no part of the money intended for 
bibles will be spent on buildings. All the mechanical and executive 
business of the society is now conducted with great convenience, 
under one roof. Notwithstanding the interruption of more than 
two months, from the late prevalence of fever, the society have 
printed, during the past year, 52,000 Bibles and Testaments ; which, 
added to 1100 German Bibles purchased, 500 Spanish received as a 
donation from the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 2000 print- 
ed by the Kentucky B.S. from the Central society’s stereotype 
plates, make a total of 55,600 copies printed or otherwise obtained du- 
ring the past year—and a grand total of three hundred and twenty-three 
thousand and upwards, since the commencement. Of this large 
amount, 248,000 have been issued by the parent society. 

The issue of the Spanish Scriptures has been much increased— 
because a wide door for distribution has been opened in South Ameri- 
ca. So much are the managers impressed. with the prospects of 


* A description of this building has been given in a former number of our work. 
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usefulness in that extensive region, that they have contracted for a 
set of stereotype plates of the Spanish Bible. They made this in- 
tention known to the British and Foreign society, and requested 
two copies to print from ; but instead of two, that liberal institution 
immediately forwarded 500 copies. ‘The society has, in the mean 
while, printed several new editions of the Spanish Testament. From 
the list of donations of the Central society to its auxiliaries, and 
others in various parts of the Union, it appears that between twelve 
and thirteen thousand copies have been thus disposed of, amounting, 
in value, to more than seven thousand five hundred dollars. These 
gifts have generally been made either to new auxiliaries, just com- 
mencing their operations, or to such as have become feeble and 
languishing, or to such as, though active and vigorous, and in full 
operation, are surrounded by needy distriets which they cannot 
supply. 

Two donations have been made in money : one of $1000, to Dr. 
Carey of India, to aid in the translation and printing of the Scrip- 
tures at Serampore—the other of $500, to the American missiona- 
ries at Ceylon, to purchase Bibles in the Tamul language for gratui- 
tous distribution. For such donations, provision is made in the se- 
cond article of the constitution : and it is gratifying to observe, that 
an institution which sprung up but yesterday in the midst of us, is 
already extending its benefits to the ends of the earth. The report 
notices, with pleasure, the continuance of the practice of making mi- 
nisters members for life. More than $2500 have been received 
from this source the last year. The number of new auxiliaries re- 
cognized (from their report having been received) is not quite so 
great as last year—but had reports been received from all those of 
whose formation intelligence has reached the Board, the number 
would greatly exceed that of last year. Of the 53 officially noted, 
1 bas been formed in Maine, | in Vermont, 1 in Massachusetts, 2 in 
Rhode-Island, 1 in Connecticut, 3 in New-York, 6 in Pennsylvania, 
6 in Maryland, 8 in Vermont, 2 in North Carolina, 18 in Ohio, 5 in 
Kentucky, 4 in Indiana, and 1 jn Mississippi. ‘The total number of 
Auxiliary societies recognized, is three hundred and sixty. 

The board have made experiment of the plan of employing an 
agent to travel through large districts of the Union, for the purpose 
of exciting or increasing the interest felt in the Bible cause—and it 
has been found productive of such happy consequences, that they 
have extended the system, and now have three such agents in their 
service. 

They express an earnest wish to receive reports from all their 
auxiliaries—and advise the adoption of measures calculated to ren- 
der their annual meetings more interesting, and earnestly solicit the 
members and friends of the society to aid the design by complying 
with invitations they may receive, to deliver addresses at such meet- 
ings. They also recommend the general adoption of the system of 
selling, at prices however reduced, rather than distributing biblés 
gratuitously—exceptions, of course, being made where particular 
ne render it expedient. The Biblical Library increases 
slowly. 
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The report closes with recognizing the exertions of other Bible 
Societies, not auxiliary, and presenting a succinct view of the ope- 
rations of the principal institutions abroad. This statement we omit, 
because its leading facts are already known to our readers. Upon 
the whole, we thiok the Board have full reason for the expressions 
of gratitude to the God of Providence, with which their report con- 
cludes—and we sympathize with, and congratulate them upon the 
hope of being instruments of the highest temporal and spiritual bene- 
fits to many of our race. ‘* That hope (they may with truth ob- 
serve) will be a comfort to us in affliction: it will give us gladness 
when languishing in sickness: it will be one of our most pleasing 
and joyful reflections in the awful hour of death.” 

The report is followed by the account of the Treasurer—from 
which it appears, that the total amount received during the year, 
is $54,526 90—the total amount of expenditures has been $53,360 
26. Leaving a balance in money, of $1,166 64. The general fund 
amounted, on the 3d of May, 1823, to $13,870 00, and $8,385 00 
had been received, exclusively toward paying for the Depository. 






METHODIST EPISCOPAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The fourth anniversary meeting of this society was held at the 
church in John Street, in this city, on the 28th of May. From the 
report it appeared that the funds of the institution, as well as the 
number of its auxiliary societies, have been increased within the 
past year. Its exertions have been crowned with the smiles of the 
Great Head of the Church, and have been particularly successful 
among the Wyandott Indians ; several of the chiefs of which nation 
have not only embraced Christianity, but have become preachers to 
their brethren. The receipts of the Treasury have amounted to 
$8,931 29—the disbursements to $3,740 22, besides various amounts 
pledged to particular objects, but not yet actually paid out. 

Nineteen missionaries are now employed by this society : they 
occupy the following stations : . 

Ist. The Rey. Alexander Talty, includes within his missionary 
field, Pensacola, Mobile, Blakely, and the adjoining country. 

2d. The Rew. Jesse Walker, in St. Louis, Missouri. In this place 
a society of about one hundred members has been formed, and a 
meeting-house 35 feet by 25 erected. In consequence, the people 
of St. Louis have manifested a willingness to support a preacher, 
independent of the Missionary society. 

3d. The Rev. William Stevenson is appointed to travel in the 
Arkansas Territory. 

4th. A mission has been established among the Cherokee Indians, 
which has a very promising commencement. At their request the 
mission was established, and the Rev. Andrew J. Crawford is ap- 
pdinted to the charge of it. Some of those Indians have made a 
public profession of religion, and are members of the visible church. 
5th. The Rev. James B. Finley, and Rev. Charles Elliot, have 
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charge of the Wyandott mission. The accounts respecting this mis- 
sion, and the school connected with it, are highly gratifying, and 
afford most encouraging anticipations of the ingathering of the Ame- 
rican heathen into the foid of Christ. There are one hundred and 
fifty-four members of the church, who manifest great zeal in the 
cause of Christ. The school, consisting of about sixty scholars, is 
in a flourishing state ; twelve of these childrea have made a public 
profession of religion, and have joined the church. 

6th. The Rev. Isaac Smith, and Rev. Daniel G. M‘Daniel, are 
engaged with the Creek Indians ; they have succeeded in erecting 
a school house, and have ccnmenced teaching the children; the 
school is in a prosperous state. 

7th. Five missionaries have beer sent out from the South Carolina 
Conference, and are employed as follows: one at Monroe, one at 
Yellow River, one at Gevenett, one at St. Augustine, and one at 
Chatahooche : the places are proper fields for missionary labour. 

8th. The Rev. Mr. Loring has been sent to visit as many of the 
destitute parts of the country within the bounds of the Genesee Con- 
ference, as was practicable. The Rev. Kenneth M. K. Smith, and 
the Rev. Alvin Tory, are employed in the new settlements in Up- 
per Canada. Two missionaries are employed within the bounds of 
the New-England Conference. In addition to the above, a missiona- 
ry is employed in the tract of country known by the name of Jack- 
son’s Purchase, and called the Forked-deer mission : the Rev. Lew- 
is Garret is the missionary for this station. 

This Institution has only been formed four years, since which 
fifty-two auxiliary and branch secieties have been added. 

The meeting was addressed by the Rev. Messrs. Dow, Soule, 
Bangs, and Ross. 


__ 
NEW-YORK SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


During the seventh year, six new schools have been opened— 
making the entire number forty-eight. The average number of 
scholars is estimated at near Four Thousand—that of superinten- 
dents, teachers, and visiters, at six hundred. A plan has been pro- 
posed, and with respect to many of the schools, has been carried 
into effect, by which Sunday schools are connected with Churches— 
are more immediately commended to their care and oversight, and 
treated*as valuable auxiliaries, entitled to the industrious cultivation 
of pastors, and the efficient support of their people. 

The receipts from subscribers have diminished—but the defect 
has been made up by the effects of the above plan, in obtaining pe- 
cuniary aid from congregations. 

- We have formed, from this Report, the following list of the 
chools : 
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Summary. 89 


l is regretted, that the statements from which these summaries 
are made, instead of embracing the year past, as would have been 
most proper, are, generally, confined to the last quarter ; and, with 
respect to the number of scholars, to the preceding month only. The 
recitations of Scripture, and the rewards distributed, are, for the 
most part, to be understood of the preceding three months. It will 
also be observed, that there are thirteen of the schools not embrac- 
ed in this schedule, which renders the amount incomplete. We 
hope, on a future occasion, to be able to present a more perfect state- 
ment of all the schools in the city, with an estimate of the number 
of persons who need, but do not avail themselves of the advantages 
which Sunday Schools afford. 
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United Brethren —Anu Association was formed in London, a few years since, as 
our readers are aware, in aid of the Brethren’s Missions. Auxiliary Associations 
have been established at Liverpool, at Leeds, and at Hull; and, on the 11th of 
February, another was added at Bristol. 

In 33 Missionary Stations—in Greenland, Labrador, North America, the West 
Indies, Surinam, South Africa, and Tartary, there are about 32,000 Christian con- 
verts, under the care of 168 Missionaries ; whose attention is not, however, exclu- 
sively confined to them, for they also preach the Gospel to many thousands of Hea- 
then in their respective vicinities. The direct expense of all these stations amount- 
ed, in 1820, to £6,677 9s. 9d—a sum incredibly small, in proportion to the magni- 
tude and extent of the good effected. But there were arrears and contingencies to 
be added, partly for the maintenance of aged Missionaries worn out in the service, 
or of the widows of deceased Missionaries, or for the education of their children ; 
these arrears, when added to the preceding sum, produced a total of £9,431 17s. 11d. 

The smallness of the expenditure is to be accounted for, not merely by the rigid 
economy and the self-denying habits of the Missionaries, but also by the gratifying 
fact, that in some of the stations, trades or manufactures, carried on under the su- 
perintendence of the brethren, have been so productive as nearly to cover the whole 
of the expenses. In the Danish West-India Islands, containing 12000 negro con- 
verts, the Missionaries have exerted themselves'so effectually, as even to remit £750 
during the year 1820, toward the maintenance of other Missions. 

Success of the Brethren’s Missions —Their Missions among the heathen have long 
been regarded by the Christian world with the deepest interest, in consequence of 
the wonderful effects which they have produced, in civilizing the rudest barbarians, 
and communicating to them the pure light of the gospel. Wherever the brethren 
have preached that gospel, it has not only proved itself to be the power of God unto 
salvation, but also the most effectual instrument of producing civilization and order, 
Religious instruction and the arts of social life have, under their auspices, gone hand 
in hand, and each has aided the progress of the other. Savages have become new 
crealures, not only in heart and conduct, but in personal appearance and general 
demeanour. These assertions are verified by the spontaneous testimony of eolight- 
ened travellers, who have visited their remote settlements ; and have been struck 
with wonder, on beholding the comfortable habitations, the happy circumstances, 
the humble demeanour, and the fervent piety of the converts from paganism, whether 
Greenlanders or Esquimaux, negroes or Hottentots. 

Female Missionary Society for the Poor of the City of New-York and ils vicinity.— 
This Society celebrated its seventh anniversary on the 17th inst. at4 P M., in the 
Session Room of the brick Presbyterian Church. The meeting was opened with 
prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin. Their Missionary, the Rev. Mr. Gray, then read 
his aunual report ; after which, the report of the Board of Managers was read by 
the Rev. Mr. Baldwin. In pursuance of a recommendation contained in the ma- 
nagers’ report, it was unanimously resolved to dissolve the society. Measures 
C. Herarp, No. 228. 12 
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having been previously taken to hold a meeting of ladies of different denominations 
at the same place, at 5 P.M. on the same day, for the purpose of forming a new 
society auxiliary to the United Domestic Missionary Society, the*Rev. Mr. Baldwin 
was invited to take the chair. The meeting was then addressed by Mr. A. Falcon- 
er, Rev. Dr. Spring, Rev. S. H. Cox, and Rev. E. W. Baldwin. It was then unani- 
mously resolved, to form a society with the following designation, viz. The New- 
York United Female Missionary Society, auxiliary to the United Domestic Missionary 
Society. We understand that the following ladies were elected officers, viz. Mrs. 
Mumford, Ist Directress, Mrs. John Stephens, 2d Directress, Mrs. Rev. John Knox, 
3d Directress, Mrs. Divie Bethune, Treasurer, Miss Eliza Greenleaf, Secretary, 
and thirty managers, whose names we have not ascertained. 

Mr. Knowles Taylor then offered some remarks, and supplied the ladies present 
with copies of the United Domestic Missionary Society’s monthly publication, and 
the meeting was closed with prayer. 

New-Jersey College —TYhe Rev. James Carnanan, D. D., of Georgetown, D. C., 
has —_ elected President of New-Jersey College, at Princeton, and has accepted 
the office. 

Education of Heathen—A Female Society was formed in this .city for the sup- 

port of heathen youth while pursuing their studies in the school at Cornwall, Con- 
necticut, on the 15th inst. There are about forty-five members, Mrs. Bethune, 77 Mur- 
ray-street, is, we understand, the first Directress. We have not received a copy of 
their constitution, nor the names of the managers. 
& Revivals of Religion.—The revival at Boston still continues, and Christians are 
requested still to remember the churches there in their daily supplications. In ma- 
ny other towns the Lord continues to pour out the gracious influences of his spirit. 
The report of the General Assembly, published in this number, it will be seen, af- 
fords a most gratifying testimony of the Lord’s favour, during the past year, to 
that portion of Zion. 

Sunday School Society for Ireland.—F rom a statement of the number of Sunday 
Schools assisted by the Sunday School Society for Ireland, from November, 1809, 
up to April, 1823; also of the number of scholars and gratuitous teachers com- 
pared with the population in each county, as stated in the census, taken by order of 
the legislature, in 1821, we learn the following results : 





a : Proportion 
Population | Schools. | Scholars. a of Scholars 
in 1821. * [to population. 





Province of ULSTER . [2,001,966 | 1117 | 120,680 8,33 lto 17 
LEINSTER ._/|1,785,702 262 19,527 1,950 1... 92 
CONNAUGHT /|1,053,918 77 5,122 425 1 ... 206 
MUNSTER . 2,005,363 63 4,453 | 420 | 1... 450 











6,846,949 1519 | 149,782 | 11,628 1... 46 
DisconTinvED, OF MERGED 
into other Schools 242 | 17,306 























_ __ 16,846,949 | 1761 | 167,088 | 11,628 


The Traveller's Guide—A neat duodecimo volume of about 300 pages has re- 
cently been published at New Haven, entitled “ The Traveller's Guide; or Pocket 
Gazetteer of the United States.” This work is illustrated by a map, and has an 
appendix of valuable tables, giving a view of various important matters. It is the 
joint production of the Rev. Dr. Morse and his son Richard C. Morse. We re- 
commend it as a highly useful and convenient travelling companion, and also as a 
valuable reference book for the gentleman, or man of business. 

Brown's Antiquities of the Jews.—An edition of this work, in two large octavo 
volumes, has just issued from the American press. In the present day, when the 
attention of the Christian world is more than ever directed to the ancient people of 
God, a work which treats particularly of their antiquities and customs, in a cheap 
form, is highly acceptable. 

Horne’s Introduction.—A fourth edition of Horne’s Introduction to the critical 
study of the Scriptures, is now printing in England. Mr. Eastburn, at the Literary 
Rooms, will receive subscriptions for it until the latter part of August next. 
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“ The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 








For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN PRACTICABLE. 


How far the belief has prevailed among the careless speculators 
of mankind, that Seamen were a class of men not to be benefitted by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I do not know: or how far they have 
been considered as unfit for htiman society, and friendly intercourse, 
I pretend not to say. But one thing is certain, they have hardly 
been counted among the number of men in any religious or benevo- 
lent enterprise. They seem to have been looked upon as mere 
outcasts from human society, as despised of men and reprobated by 
God. That in consequence of this neglect, or from seme other 
cause, they have become proverbially wicked, is a fact neither to 
be denied nor palliated. But, notwithstanding all these things, I 
think there is evidence that sailors can be converted unto God, and 
can become heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 

Sailors are men; and from this fact, | deduce an evidence that 
they can besconverted to the faith of the Gospel—the Gospel is de- 
signed for men. It is “ peace on earth, good will towards men :”’* 
to all men who will hear and obey its commands: to the servant as 
well as to the master—to the beggar as to the prince—to the seaman 
as well as to the landman. If sailors are sinners, and even the chief 
of sinners, the Gospel is certainly adapted to the exigencies of such. 
It is also a fact, that sailors are men of feeling; and in many things 
they are men of most peculiarly tender feelings. They can feel not 
only common gratitude, and other sympathies which are common to 
the nature of man, but they can also feel moral and religious obli- 
gation: and they often feel on this subject, with but little opportu- 
nity, to a degree which ought to make ashamed the unfeeling indif- 
ference of many who profess to be better than they. Because, 
therefore, seamen are men of like passions with other men, it is 
manifest that the Gospel is as well suited to them as to any class of 
men. ; and the element on which they do business is no obstruction 
to their salvation. 

I next look at the Scriptures, and see in what light the spirit of 
prophecy views them, andjl find that as a class of men, they are to 
be converted, and to become eminently pious. In Isaiah Ix. 5. | find 
this encouraging promise to the church—‘ The abundance of the 
sea shall be converted unto thee :”’ and in the ninth verse God says 
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to the Church, “‘ Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of 
Tarshish rinst, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their 
gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and unto the 
holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.’’ It should seem, 
from this, that pious mariners are to be among the foremost, or most 
active, in bringing presents unto the Lord, of silver, and of gold, and 
of converts. If we take another view, and apply the term “ sons,” 
in the above passages, as many have done to the dispersed Jews, we 
shal! have a still more animating view of the future work of seamen. 
In that case, pious mariners are to be employed in bringing God’s 
ancient people back to their own land; and from thence to carry 
them, as missionaries of the cross of Christ, to the ends of the world. 
This view of the subject is strongly corroborated by other passages 
of prophecy, which | shall notice hereafter. In the mean time, I 
will consider some other scripture, which clearly promise their con- 
version to the christian faith. In Isa. xi. 10, 12, there is a pre- 
diction that seamen shall yet “sing unto the Lord a new song, and 
his praise from the end of the earth ;”’ and that “ they shall give glory 
unto the Lord, and declare his praise in the Islands.”” These things 
they most certainly will never do until they are more generally re- 
ligious men than they now are ; and these appear, consequently, 
clear predictions of their future conversion to God. When, accord- 
ing to Isa. xxiv. 14, the people of the Lord in every place, ‘“ shall 
lift up their voice,” as his people should do: when ‘ they shall sing 
for the majesty of the Lord,” and when “ they shall cry aloud from 
the sea ;” then surely sailors will be of a very different character 
from what they now are! All who believe that the akéve predic- 
tion will ever be fulfilled, must believe that seamen are to be con- 
verted unto Christ. The same truth is made evident from the song 
of David, Ps. xv. 5, in which he sings of the time when God shall 
be ‘‘ the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that 
are afar off upon the sea.”” And what must we think the character 
of seamen will be, when, according to Zech. ix. 10, the dominion of 
Christ shall be from sea even to sea, and from the rivers even unto 
the ends of the earth!’ They will surely then be a people devo- 
ted to the Lord. I cannot but think, notwithstanding all that 
has been said upon it, that the eighteenth chapter of Isaiah has 
not a very remote bearing on the future labours of seamen, and 
of pious seamen, too, in the work of beautifying Zion. - They seem, 
to me, to be addressed as messengers which go to the sea in ships, 
to “a people scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from the 
beginning ;”’ for the purpose of bringing them as a present “to the 
place of the name of the Lord of hosts, the mount Zion.”’ With this 
view of the chapter is presented a strong corroboration of the senti- 
ment in Is. xvi. 9, that pious seamen are to bear a conspicuous part 
in the future restoration of the Jews. This is by no means a novel 
idea; and considering the testimony of other parts of Scripture in 
connection with some facts, | think it the most probable of any view 
I have been able to take of it. But the evidence from the Scrip- 
tures, that seamen can be.converted and made heirs of the Kingdom, 
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is not to be viewed as exhausted, so long as there is a passage which 
declares that the kingdom of Jesus Christ shall become universal, 
and fill this guilty world. The world, clearly, can never be full of 
the knowledge of Christ, until Seamen are universally converted 
unto Him. 

In addition to all this, I have the same evidence that sailors can 
be converted, that | have for the conversion of other men: the evi- 
dence of facts. ‘The process of conversion with them, is much the 
same as it is with sinners who have always been favoured with the 
light of the Gospel, and all the common means of salvation. They 
have the same kind of convictions of sin, and of ill desert, as other 
sinners. | have often heard their groanings under a load of sins 
which they felt would soon destroy them, unless they should soon 
obtain some relief. The command has come home to them, sin has 
revived, and they have died. 1 have seen them too, with a new 
song in their mouth, even praise to the Lord God who has redeem- 
ed them: and surely, considering how they have been neglected, 
and how wicked they have been, the song of salvation sounds sweet- 
ly from a sailor’s lips. ‘The semi-monthly records of the Seaman’s 
Magazine affords the evidence of facts that sailors can be, and have 
been converted unto God. A number, who a little while ago were 
very wicked and abandoned men, are now rejoicing in God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. And this joy in God is manifested in them 
just as it should be—by constant and unwearied exertion to bring - 
others to the same hope, and the same salvation. When once en- 
listed in the good cause, they are every way prepared to be in la- 
bours more abundant for the salvation of men, more abundant both 
by land and sea. Sailors, surely, can be converted to Christ ; and 
I hope to make it appear before | have done, that the Christian 
world have much to do as a duty towards these men. Only let the 
church fee] that a sailor can be a christian ; and that christianity 
appears the same glorious religion, equally venerable and lovely, in 
a seaman as in a landman, and the means of salvation will soon be 
given to the many ten thousand destitute seamen, all over the world; 
and they, in return, will give glory to the Lord, and declare his praise . 
in the islands, even to the ends of the world. 

THE FRIEND OF SEAMEN, 





From the Sailor’s Magazine. 


SAILORS IN THE ARCTIC SEAS. 
(Continued from page 64. ) 


THE HARPOONER. 
Hull, October, 1822. 
Sir—Knowing you to be a person that takes delight in hearing of 
the prosperity of the kingdom of Jesus, I attempt, though very fee- 
bly, to give you a short relation of my proceedings in the ship A 
the last voyage. We sailed from Hull in March ; but the first Sab- 
bath it came on a very heavy gale of wind from the westward, and 
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not having any opportunity for prayers, they were deferred. How- 
ever, the Sanday after, being in Stromness, we had a very favoura- 
ble opportunity, and Captain C gave me every liberty. The 
people attended very well. We continued, twice every Sabbath, 

to have prayers. Iam buta poor instructer, but, nevertheless, 
what I have freely received I freely give, not being willing to eat 
my morsel alone. ‘The way I proceed is this: first, sing ; second, 
pray ; then | choose a verse or two suitable to the occurren- 
ces of the week, from which | speak, not for myself, but God ; 

and often, very often, does the Lord give strength, power, and li- 
berty of speech, and many times have I been asked very curious 
questions. Once I remember a person came to me three years 
back and said, “S , that must be a very odd book of your’s, 
for it contains a quantity of things that | never knew before.”’ I re- 
plied, ‘‘ It is no other than the Bible.”’ ‘* 1 have read the Bible 
oft,” said he, ‘* but never saw one half of the things in it you speak 
of.” ‘* Read it again, and then look at your heart and life, and you 
will soon find out the secret.” ‘* Now,” said he, ‘‘ 1 understand 
you.” Another asked where | learned these things ? | told him by 
prayer, reading, studying, and the assistance of the Divine Spirit. 
Many have asked such simple questions. Oh, how great their dark- 
ness! Pray, my honoured friend, that the Lord may shine on their 
hearts, and let the free-hearted tars of this highly favoured land re- 
joice in a sin-pardoning God! When we arrived in the frozen re- 
gions, we still continued our way of worship. Some, | make no 
doubt, received good ; however, | have seen symptoms many times 
of godly sorrow, and have heard secret whispers among them, in- 
quiring after the good old way. May they all find it! About the 
forepart of July, after the loss of the Lady Forbes, while we were 
hovering off Duck Islands, it being Sunday, | was looking to the 
north, when our captain perceived the Cambrian’s Jack at the mast 
head, being a signal for prayer. This gave me great consolation, 
though I could not get there inyself. Shortly after, we bored through 
the ice, and got docked in the land-floe. The first Sunday, in the 
morning, we had a great quantity on board our ship ; but in the after- 
noon the Cambrian had between 4 and 600 on board. We helda 
prayer-meeting, and I fouad myself wonderfully refreshed. At night 
again, we had many on board our ship ; more than ever I spoke to at 
one time before; but God was on my side. It was a happy sight to 
see Sailors come travelling two, three, and four miles, over the ice, to 
prayers. Our master was never against it, but always gave full li- 
berty ; and I am persuaded every one of them would give liberty if 
asked at a seasonable time, for it surely makes a ship peaceable, and 
the ship’s company quiet. O, may the Lord send more praying Sai- 
lors to these barren regions! I have oftew heard prayers offered 
for ships to become Floating Churches. They are, thank God! Let 
us pray on, we must—we cannot pray in vain; the prayer of faith 
the Lord will not, indeed, he cannot deny; and those kind friends 
who care so much for poor Sailors, will be repaid. Indeed, the Sai- 
lors with whom I have conversed, who have tasted of the Saviour’s 
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loving kindness, cease not to pray for their prosperity. May the 
Lord aid them in the great undertaking ; I must, Sir, conclude with 
my sincere prayers for the Lord to prosper you. 

To Mr. F. R. S Ww 








THE WHALER’S CAPTAIN. 


Mr. Epiror,—As I am a Sailor who has tasted that the Lord is 
gracious, and felt the powers of the world to come, and have for 
these 11 years experienced much of the loving kindness of the Lord, 
both by sea and land, I would give you an account of the same, which 
you may insert in your valuable Sailor’s Magazine. 

In addition to the dealings of God in his providence and grace to- 
wards me, up to the losing of the ship Lady Forbes, which I command- 
ed last, | would give you the particulars of the hoisting of a Bethel 
Flag in Davies’ Straits. In lat. 74. 7. N. about 10 or 12 miles to 
the N. W. of Baffin’s or Duck Islands, I lost my ship. 1 was com- 
pelled to look ‘out for’a ship in which I could be comfortable as a 
passenger. The Cambrian, of Hull, Capt. Johnson, being not far 
off, | went on board her, this being-on the Thursday. The Sunday 
follo:ving, this ship, with 12 or 13 others, lay in docks sawed in the 
ice, to preserve them from the dangers which they were exposed 
to by the ice drifting about. The ships being all safe, and all within 
hail of oneanother, Capt. Johnson asked me if | would officiate at 
divine worship, as he knew | always made a practice of it in my own 
ship. I immediately complied with the request, and desired him 
to order the bell to be tolled asa signal for prayers. The great 
cabin was prepared, and we there held our meeting. But, sir, to 
our surprise, the number that attended would have taken a place 
three times as large to hold them. 1 believe good was done ; for 
the first mate observed to me after, that one man who sat near him 
was bathed in tears during the time of service. In the afternoon 
Capt. J. ordered the flag to be hoisted at the main royal-mast head, 
as a Bethel Flag, and the lower deck to be cleared away, the chests 
to be put as forms for seats, and to make all the room possible ; and, 
to our surprise and astonishment, in half an hour the ship was filled 
with men, mates, captains, and surgeons ;—and, sir, it would have 
been delightful to you to have seen the attentiveness of the congre- 
gation. I read a sermon on keeping the Sabbath-day holy; and my 
father, who belonged to the Cambrian, and my own mate, exercised 
in prayer. After an houc’s devotion, we dispersed ; and, sir, it was 
remarked, that every one went to their respective ships with thank- 
fulness, and with as much order and quietness as you will see a con- 
gregation leaving a place of worship in England ; and all the day 
there was not one man seen on the ice to skylark.* At six o’clock 
in the evening we held another meeting. By five they began to 
gather round the ship, and as soon as the flag was hoisted, they 
jumped on board, in order to get a good seat; and as ships lay on 
both sides of us, it was delightful to see the numbers walking to- 


* Any kind of mischievous sport 
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wards our ship in company, with countenances marked with a degree 
of seriousness and contemplation, and in time of service very atten- 
tive and tranquil. About 300 Sailors, &c. attended each time. In 
the course of the week following, a little alteration took place in the 
ice, which caused us to alter our position ; and by so doing, we got 
into that part of the ice which is attached to the land, and which is 
called land-ice. By it not having broke up this season, every ship 
made a dock in the ice, by sawing pieces out the breadth of the ship, 
or a little more, so as the ship can easily be put in or out; and as 
these docks are, ina general way, sawed in 400 feet from the edge 
of the ice, the ships are considered to be pretty safe. On the Sun- 
day following, no alteration had taken place in the ice, and about 30 
sail of ships in docks, all within the distance of three miles, (every 
preparation being made on the Saturday.) At half past 10 o’clock 
the flag was hoisted, and in a very short time the ship was full of 
men, several of whom had come from the ships the farthest off, by 
leave of their masters; and, sir, though the ships in company had 
1500 men, or more, the day was marked with more solemnity than I 
have often seen it in England. There was not any sky-larking on the 
ice, which has, on other years, under the same circumstances, been 
the way sailors have been employed on that day. : 

But, Sir, when I read my Bible, it informs me that “the abun- 
dance of the sea shall be converted to Gud ;”’ and is not this the eve 
of these glorious times? Was there ever known so many praying 
Sailors ’—such a spirit of hearing the Word of God ?—such desires 
to be better men, in the full sense of the word, among Sailors? I 
have never read of any period of time which could turn out such 
marks of the fulfilling of this passage of Scripture. In the after- 
noon we held a prayer meeting, and six Sailors engaged in prayer, 
all belonging to different ships ; and no doubt but more would have 
followed, but I judged it best to conclude at the hour’s end, as the 
circumstances of some of the ships required every man to be on 
board. | gave notice of another meeting at six in the evening, which 
was similarly attended. It was remarked, that the weight of the men 
sank the Cambian (a vessel of 360 tons) down four inches. On the 
evening of this day, at 8 P. M., a prayer meeting was held on board 
the Abram, of Hull, Capt. Couzins. May the Lord hasten the time 
when every ship shall become a floating church! The following 
Sunday, as the ship was still lying nearly in the same place, in com- 
pany with about 40 sail, an hour before service time the men began 
to muster around the ship ; and, as soon as the flag was hoisted, it 
was filled: and, sir, with pleasure I write it, the masters and sur- 
geons showed the example to their ships’ companies. A little before 
service began, | received a letter from a sick man belonging to the 
Mary Francis, desiring an interest in our prayers; and as it may be 
edifying to your numerous readers, I will give you a copy of it :— 

(To be continued. ) 








*,* An account of the Anniversary of the “Society for Promoting the Gospel among Seamen,” 
which took place on Thursday evening last, will be given in our next. 
*,* Journal of the Bethel Flag unavoidably deferred. 








